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Non-profit, a charity focusing on research, education, prevention and patient support.
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Welcome to the Lyme Disease Association Website

Lyme Disease Funding | Treatment Guidelines | Symptoms

Lyme Disease Association was founded in 1991 with the mission to increase nationwide funding and awareness about Lyme and tick-borne diseases. On this site you will find information regarding Lyme disease symptoms, Lyme disease treatments and other Lyme resources and educational materials for patients, medical professionals, researchers, educators, and policy makers.

Our Lyme doctor referral database can help put you in touch with medical professionals who specialize in diagnosing and treating Lyme disease in your area. You can find out how to help our efforts to enable legislation which promotes scientific research to study Lyme disease and to find a cure, and see what grants we have awarded to researchers to move the field forward. Over the years, our work has been instrumental in helping the fight against Lyme disease, and we could not do it without your generous support.
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ELQ-598: A Promising Drug Treatment for Human Babesiosis

April 5, 2024
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ACS Infectious Diseases (Vydyam, P., et al.) 04.02.2024, published, “Effectiveness of Two New Endochin-like Quinolones, ELQ-596 and ELQ-650, in Experimental Mouse Models of Human Babesiosis.” In this study, researchers found that Endochin-like quinolones (ELQs), a class of small molecule antimicrobials, are effective against a wide range of protozoan parasites that affect humans.

Read More
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Stone Walls Provide Favorable Habitat for Ticks

April 5, 2024
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News8 reporter, Vanessa Blasi (04.02.2024) published, “Study: Lyme-disease-carrying ticks found hiding in Connecticut stone walls.” Blasi reports findings of the study conducted by the Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station which looked at habitat factors connected with increased numbers of blacklegged ticks on  42 properties in Guilford, Connecticut. Researchers determined that grassy areas in proximity to stone walls had almost three times the number of ticks as areas without this habitat feature. It is believed that stone walls provide a more permanent habitat feature for ticks than woodpiles.

Read More
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Theileria in Asian Longhorned Ticks: Threat to Cattle in Ohio

April 3, 2024
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Ohio’s Country Journal writer, Tim McDermott (Ohio State University Extension Educator) 03.31.254 published, “Asian longhorned ticks and Theileria in 2024.” McDermott warns of the increase of medically important tick species in Ohio and the growing risk to humans, companion animals, and livestock from transmission of pathogens. Just 20 years ago, Ohio was home to only one species of medically important tick, and by 2024 that number has grown to 5. 

Read More
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Largest NSF PFI Grant Ever Awarded to LSU! Professor to Synthesize Affordable Nootkatone

March 27, 2024
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Louisiana State University announced (03.25.2024) that they have received the largest National Science Foundation Partnership for Innovation (NSF PFI) grant ever awarded to LSU, $550,000. With this grant, LSU Chemical Engineering (ChE) Professor Kerry Dooley, LSU (ChE) Department Chair and Professor Mike Benton, and LSU Department of Biological Sciences (Biol. Sci.) Professor Roger Laine will continue their work on nootkatone, an FDA-approved repellent to ticks and insects. Nootkatone is an organic compound found in grapefruit skin and Alaska yellow cedar trees that has already been shown to be safer and more effective than existing commercial tick & insect repellents. The problem is that this compound is currently too expensive to synthesize for consumer use.

Read More
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LDA President’s Blog– In-depth Synopsis of Advocate Vaccine Meeting Hosted by CDC

March 27, 2024
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There are many versions of what happened out there on the net about the meeting held March 7 and 8 at the CDC Atlanta. Here is a detailed version from my perspective of that meeting including the Centers for Disease Control & Prevention’s (CDC) actual role in the meeting.

Read More
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Ixodes keiransi Now in NJ

March 25, 2024
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Journal of Medical Entomology (Narvaez, Z.E., et al.) 03.16.2024, published, “First record of Ixodes keiransi (Acari: Ixodidae) in New Jersey, USA.” In this report, researchers have now documented Ixodes keiransi (formerly the North American lineage of Ixodes affinis Neumann) in southern, New Jersey. An adult female and nymph I. keiransi were collected in July 2023, showing the northward expansion in the range of this tick species along the East Coast of the US.

Read More
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Protein in Human Sweat: New Discovery for Lyme Disease Prevention and Therapeutics?

March 23, 2024
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Nature Communications (Strausz, S., et al.) 03.19.2024, published, “SCGB1D2 inhibits growth of Borrelia burgdorferi and affects susceptibility to Lyme disease.” In this study, researchers at MIT and the University of Helsinki utilized epidemiological and genetic data from 617,731 individuals, including 25,355 individuals with Lyme disease, from FinnGen and Estonian Biobank, to conduct a genome-wide association study.

Read More
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Do Fewer Ticks Mean Less Risk of Lyme?

March 19, 2024
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The Highlands Current news writer, Brian PJ Cronin (03.15.2024) published, “Fewer Ticks = Less Lyme? Maybe Not.” In this article, Cronin interviews Richard Ostfeld, a disease ecologist and co-director of The Tick Project. Ostfeld discusses the results of a 5 year study conducted by the Carey Institute where fungal spray and bait boxes were applied across 24 neighborhoods in Dutchess County, including some in Beacon County to determine effectiveness in reducing tick populations and tick-borne disease occurrence in humans. 

Read More
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Pill to Prevent Tick-Borne Disease?

March 19, 2024
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WIRED’s staff writer, Emily Mullin (03.15.2024) published, “A Pill That Kills Ticks Is a Promising New Weapon Against Lyme Disease.” A pill is currently in development for humans by Tarsus Pharmaceuticals that could provide protection against the tick-borne disease for several weeks after ingestion.  The company announced results from a small, early-stage trial in showing that ticks were killed on humans within 24 hours of taking the drug. And these tick-killing effects lasted up to 30 days.

Read More
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Babesia odocoilei Detection Unreliable After Initiation of Treatment

March 19, 2024
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Open Journal of Public Health (Scott, J.D., et al.) 02.12.2024, published, “Human Babesiosis Caused by Babesia odocoilei: Hiding Behind a Mask.” According to the researchers, B. odocoilei is the predominant Babesia sp. infecting humans and wildlife. In this international human babesiosis study, 113 participants from Canada and the USA were sampled for nucleic acid detection of Babesia sp. in blood.

Read More
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Donate in Memory/Honor of a loved one.
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LDA’s Covid-19 and Lyme Page
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Lyme: Kids & Schools
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Children with Lyme can have school problems.
Check to find information for parents, teachers, educators, children:
Publications, books, video, talks

Read More...
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Lyme Disease Symptoms
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 Contagion® Lyme Videos
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On-line infectious disease journal convenes panel with LDA President Pat Smith, ILADS doctors, in open discussion on the Lyme disease controversy
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	Thanks, please note that signing up for the list does not enroll you as a member of the LDA, as the LDA does not have general membership.
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Guidestar
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LDA achieved Platinum level with Candid (formerly Guidestar): commitment to transparency
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Support LDA, no cost to you: Shop iGive
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Lyme Disease Association, Inc. A National Non-Profit 501c3
EIN 22-3123551
PO Box 1438 Jackson, NJ 08527 Fax: 732 938-7215 

Mission:  Research, Education, Prevention & Patient Support
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Sign Up: Newsletter & Updates 
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LDA Doctor Referral System © Terms & Conditions and Guidelines 

Save this Information for Your Records: 
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About LDA DOCTOR REFERRAL SYSTEM ©

Welcome to the Lyme Disease Association’s LDA Doctor Referral System ©. LDA made updates and enhancements to its prior system and has launched a new site to provide patients with information about doctors, other practitioners, testing labs, and pharmacies that are knowledgeable about chronic Lyme disease and often about many other tick-borne diseases (TBD). Many of the doctors listed are often referred to as Lyme Literate Physicians/Doctors (LLMD). Tens of thousands of patients have successfully used the prior LDA system to locate Lyme and TBD resources.

Terms & Conditions and Guidelines

Because there is a negative political climate surrounding Lyme disease, many LLMDs do not want their names posted outright on the internet. LDA has tried to balance the doctors’ wishes with patients’ need to find a doctor. This new system is a result of that compromise and therefore:

	LDA permits searches over a calendar month period that will result in access to up to 15 Doctor Referrals. To access a Doctor Referral listing, first conduct a search, and then click on the desired provider from the results that populate. Clicking on a listing will re-direct you to that provider’s page which will include all necessary contact information. The system enables you to click on up to 15 Doctor Referrals every calendar month period.
	Searches can be refined based on the search location (street address, city, zip code or country), search radius (distance from the starting point), category filter(s), and/or keyword search.


Because of the limited number of physicians treating chronic Lyme disease nationwide, some states, and in some instances, entire regions, may not have any treating physicians who follow flexible treating approaches such as those in the International Lyme & Associated Diseases Society (ILADS) Guidelines, Evidence Assessments and Guideline Recommendations in Lyme Disease: The Clinical Management of Known Tick Bites, Erythema Migrans Rashes and Persistent Disease. In the event that the LDA Doctor Referral System © contains no Lyme or TBD resource listings in a given area, the closest possible option(s) will populate based on the location entered and specaialty/ies selected. The LDA appreciates any changes in provider information that you may find and make us aware of so we can investigate.

Some providers may not specifically treat Lyme and TBD but see patients who have symptoms associated with Lyme and TBD to address those specific symptoms. Contact the provider to confirm.



It is your responsibility to contact the provider’s office to confirm the current address, directions, nature of services provided, and all other provider information before you make an appointment.



DISCLAIMER:   The Lyme Disease Association, Inc. provides referrals to health care providers who treat Lyme disease, and often other TBD, as a courtesy to those seeking Lyme Literate Physicians (LLMD).  However, some of the providers included do not specifically treat Lyme and TBD but see patients who have symptoms associated with Lyme and TBD to address those specific symptoms. We do not evaluate the professional competence or qualifications of health care providers on our referral list or the costs of services provided. Accordingly, the LDA neither warrants nor endorses the health care providers contained on this list nor the quality of care you will receive from those providers. We do not make recommendations, only referrals. LDA does not receive any monies from physicians to be included on this list nor does LDA provide any monies to physicians. Because of the limited number of physicians treating chronic Lyme disease nationwide, some states, and in some instances, entire regions, may not have any treating physicians who follow flexible treating approaches such as those in the International Lyme & Associated Diseases Society (ILADS) Guidelines: Evidence Assessments and Guideline Recommendations in Lyme Disease: The Clinical Management of Known Tick Bites, Erythema Migrans Rashes and Persistent Disease. In the event that the Doctor Referral System contains no Lyme or TBD resource listings in a given area, the closest possible option(s) will populate based on the zip code entered and category/ies selected. The LDA appreciates any changes in provider information that you may find and make us aware of.

LDA does not accept or reply to any comments on:

	What insurance a doctor accepts or does not accept, or if any insurance is accepted.
	How listed doctors practice or any other aspect of the doctor-patient relationship.
	The cost or fees charged by any healthcare provider.
	Why a particular doctor is or is not listed.
	Request for providers that treat COVID-19, although some of the providers in the system may treat COVID.


 

We cannot guarantee that the information provided will be timely and accurate or that physicians on the list are accepting new patients, or that they accept insurance. The selection of a physician should be made by you after careful consideration. There are two approaches in the treatment of Lyme disease. Our list contains physicians who generally follow more flexible treatment approaches than those advocated by the Infectious Diseases Society of America (IDSA). LDA is not responsible for incorrect information on the website. BEFORE DOCTOR VISIT: Please contact the physicians’ offices directly to confirm their current address, directions, and any other necessary information before scheduling an appointment. Do not rely only on the maps provided on this site. The maps on LDA’s Doctor Referral System are for informational purposes and provide an approximate locality of the listing based on the addresses we are provided with at the time of site updates. Practitioners often relocate and addresses can change. Notification of changes in listed information can be updated on our Dr. Referral Contact Form. Thank you, Lyme Disease Association, Inc. (LDA)

Subscriber information will not be shared outside of the Lyme Disease Association, Inc. nor used for donor solicitation.

The Lyme Disease Association, Inc. reserves the right to unsubscribe anyone from this service without cause.

Please use our Dr. Referral Contact Form regarding any issues.



Search Doctor Referral
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Patricia Smith Bio 


President

Patricia V. Smith, a Monmouth University graduate, is in her 24th year as President of the all-volunteer run national non-profit Lyme Disease Association (LDA).  She served two terms as a public member of the HHS Tick-Borne Disease Working  Group (TBDWG) in Washington, DC, where she co-authored the TBDWG Group Report to Congress 2018 and the TBDWG Report to Congress 2020 and wrote several minority reports contained in those documents. She also co-chaired the “Training & Education, Patient Access to Care” Subcommittee and co-authored its report, and was a member of the Inventory Subcommittee.  In her 2nd TBDWG, term, she co-chaired the Subcommittee and co-authored its Report of the Disease Vectors, Surveillance, and Prevention Subcommittee 2018. She is a  member of Columbia University’s Lyme & Tick-Borne Diseases Research Center Advisory Committee, member of the Food & Drug Administration’s (FDA) PESP Partnership to promote avoidance of tick exposure.  She was appointed in 2016 as a member of the US Army Medical Research and Materiel Command (USAMRMC) Tick-Borne Disease Research Program (TBDRP) as a member of the Congressionally Directed Medical Research Program Programmatic Panel where she served 4 years. She has twice testified before Congressional committees in Washington on Lyme disease.

Ms. Smith is also former Chair, (NJ) Governor’s Lyme Disease Advisory Council. She was EPA’s PESP 2011 Lyme prevention conference session co-chair with CDC. In 2011 she presented a Lyme session to the New Jersey Education Association’s Annual Meeting. She is a member & former officer of ILADS, International Lyme & Associated Diseases Society, a professional medical and research organization.  She was a member of the on-line journal Contagion Infectious Disease Today Chronic Lyme Expert Panel on video.

Ms. Smith is former President/12-year member of the Wall NJ Board of Education where she earned state board member-certified status. She is a former officer of Monmouth County School Boards Assn. and was a member of the Federal Relations Network for New Jersey School Boards Association/National School Boards Assn.

During her LDA presidency, Ms. Smith has led the effort to raise funds for researchers nationally, with  121 research grants awarded ─ research acknowledged in 54 scientific journals. She has organized 20 continuing medical education (CME) accredited Lyme scientific conferences for doctors and researchers with international faculty, held in different areas of the US, most jointly sponsored by Columbia University, the 20th in Philadelphia in September 2019. She has spoken at many conferences on Lyme including those presented by the University of New Haven (CT), the California Lyme Disease Association (now LymeDisease.org), Midcoast Maine Lyme Education and Support, Colorado Tick-Borne Awareness Association, Lyme Connections, Lyme Society, Inc., and International Lyme & Associated Diseases Society, ILADS. She spoke at Project Lyme’s  Zoom Meeting on th eiDSA Guidelines in 2020. She has been a speaker at hundreds of public, school, business, & government events.

Ms. Smith led the LDA in its effort with a partner organization, to endow the Columbia Lyme & Tick-Borne Diseases Research Center in New York, which opened in 2007. She developed the ABCs of Lyme Disease pamphlet for parents and educators (updated in 2019 and translated into Spanish in 2020) and co-authored an article in it,  and she also developed the LymeR Primer brochure now featuring 20 tick-borne diseases, the Tick Mark bookmark, and helped design LDA Tick Awareness cards. More than 2.5 million education items have been distributed.

Ms. Smith has testified for and secured passage of state and federal bills for Lyme research and physician’s right to treat. She has been invited to state capitals in CT, MA, MD, MN, NH, NJ, NY, PA, RI, to present oral testimony and education on Lyme and has provided written testimony in many others. Based on her written testimony, LDA was included in ground breaking Maine legislation as a website resource on Lyme disease on Maine’s DPH website. She was invited to testify on two occasions before the NY Assembly Health Care Committee and also before the Rhode Island (Governor’s) Lyme Disease Advisory Commission and has spoken before the California Lyme Disease Advisory Council. Over time, she has personally met with many State Health Commissioners and with Governors in NH, RI CT on Lyme issues and with then Governor Pataki’s office on many occasions along with several NY state legislators. She has also presented before the Pennsylvania House of Representatives Majority Policy Committee and was an invited speaker for Lyme forums hosted by a member of the Massachusetts House of Representatives and the Majority Caucus Administrator for the Pennsylvania House of Representatives and the Minnesota State Senate Health Committee.

She has twice been invited to present to CDC Vector-Borne Diseases Division, Ft. Collins (2007, 2013); met with then CDC Director Dr. Julie Gerberding/5 Congressmen in DC; organized & led a team that met with HHS Asst. Sec. of Health with CDC/NIH officials teleconferenced in; met with military leaders in DC; and briefed the Senate HELP Committee Members and House Subcommittee on Health. She met several times with US Army CHPPM/Public Health Command at Aberdeen Proving Grounds. She met in DC with the NIH Program Director and research coordinator and presented educational PowerPoints on Lyme to employees at the Environmental Protection Agency (2008, 2014), to the Dept. of Energy, and to Homeland Security in 2014. In 2014, she helped develop language for a federal bill on Lyme and led the nationwide effort which successfully passed the bill through the House. Ms. Smith spoke at a number of press conferences  with Senator Charles (Chuck) Schumer (NY)–now Senate Minority Leader–including one in 2014 on the doxycycline shortage for Lyme patients. In 2012, she testified before the House Foreign Affairs Committee, Africa, Global Health & Human Rights Subcommittee on issues affecting Lyme patients. In 2013, she testified before the House Energy & Commerce Health Subcommittee on HR 610 to establish a federal Lyme & Tick-Borne Diseases Advisory Committee. She co-authored an article which was read into the Congressional Record on Lyme disease research priorities from the patient perspective. In 2015, she spoke at the American Association for the Advancement of Science in DC on patient research priorities. In 2016, she spoke before the Women in Government’s annual conference. In 2016, she led the negotiations with House leadership for the Lyme language subsequently passed in the 21st Century Cures Act which creates a federal working group on tick-borne diseases with patient and advocates reps at the same table as government officials.

Chosen Jackson NJ’s Chamber of Commerce 2008 Woman of the Year, she has also received commendation from the NJ legislature, a Special Congressional Recognition certificate from RI Cong. Langevin, and had a flag flown over the US Capitol by request of NJ Cong. Chris Smith in honor of her Lyme work. Ms. Smith helped to organize and presented at educational forums held by 3 congressmen (Langevin, Pitts, C. Smith). She has received awards from Dr. Brian Fallon, Columbia, from various Lyme groups, and was given the Courage in Advocacy Award in 2015 from Connecticut based Lyme Connection and Focus on Lyme Excellence in Advocacy (AZ) award in 2017.

Other activities include providing input into a NJ law requiring teacher education for staff who teach students with Lyme disease, performing school in-services for educators on Lyme disease, and working with parents of students who are classified due to Lyme disease. Working with author Amy Tan, she created LDA’s LymeAid 4 Kids, a fund for children with no health coverage for Lyme, a fund that has awarded $400,000+ for uninsured children to date.     
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